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Agenda ● CCSD Comprehensive Aligned 
Assessment System
○ Why is the assessment system 

important?
○ How is the assessment system 

helpful?
● Focus on Star

○ What is Star?
○ Resources for parents to 

understand Star



CCSD Comprehensive Aligned 
Assessment System







Strategic Plan

Unified
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Planning
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Gather evidence of 
current levels of 
student learning

Gather Evidence

Apply new knowledge in the 
next cycle of continuous 
improvement

Apply new knowledge

Implement those 
strategies and ideas

Implement

Analyze the impact of 
the changes to 
discover what was 
effective and what was 
not

Analyze the 
impact

Develop strategies and ideas 
to build on strengths and 
address weaknesses in that 
learning

Develop Strategies

Taken from Learning by Doing - Fourth Edition p. 20

Informs Systems Level 
Improvement Work Supports PLC Work



Focus on Star Assessments



- Star Curriculum 
Based Measures 

(CBMs)

- Star Early 
Literacy

- Star Reading
- Star Math

- Star Early 
Literacy

- Star Reading
- Star Math

- Star Early Literacy
- Star Reading

- Star Math
- Star Phonics 

Screener

- Star Early 
Literacy

- Star Reading
- Star Math

- Star Phonics 
Diagnostic
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The Science of Star
Star is a Computer Adaptive Assessment

● Adjusts difficulty of test items based on student’s response
● Targets a student’s abilities above and below grade level
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Who Tests?
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K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Early Literacy
Fall, 

Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Reading
Fall, 

Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Math

Fall & 
Winter 

Optional

Spring 
Required

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Fall, 
Winter & 
Spring

Note: Grade 11 and 12 students on READ Plans are required to take the Star Reading assessments  



Star Early Literacy
● 27 items
● Designed for Pre-K- 3rd grade
● For beginning readers who may 

not yet read independently or 
need early literacy skills 
assessed

● Items assess skills within three 
domains

○ Word knowledge and skills
○ Comprehension strategies and 

constructing meaning
○ Numbers and operations
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Star Early Literacy Blueprint
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Star Reading
● 34 items
● Designed for grades K-12
● Assess skills within five domains

1. Reading for All Purposes
2. Oral Expression and Listening
3. Language: Reading for All Purposes
4. Literary Texts: Reading for All Purposes
5. Informational Texts: Reading for All 
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Star Math
● 34 questions
● Designed for grades K-12
● Assess skills in four domains

1. Number and Quantity
2. Algebra and Functions
3. Geometry
4. Data, Statistics, and Probability
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Item Time Limits
Standard Time Limit Per Item Extended Time Limit Per Item

Star Early Literacy 2 minutes 30 seconds 7 minutes and 30 seconds

Star Reading

Grades K-2
Items 1- 10: 2 minutes
Items 11-34: 3 minutes

Grades K-2
Items 1- 10: 6 minutes
Items 11-34: 6 minutes 45 seconds

Grades 3-12
Items 1- 10: 1 minute 45 seconds
Items 11- 34: 2 minutes 30 seconds

Grades 3-12
Items 1- 10: 5 minutes and 15 seconds
Items 11-34: 7 minutes and 30 seconds

Star Math 4 minutes 8 minutes
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Star Assessment Interim
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Read Math Read Math

Grade 1 855 867 Grade 7 1094 1131

Grade 2 949 936 Grade 8 1101 1132

Grade 3 1002 993 Grade 9 1116 1133

Grade 4 1031 1053 Grade 10 1123 1134

Grade 5 1051 1087 Grade 11 1128 1141

Grade 6 1080 1112 Grade 12 1136 1150

Projected Scaled Scores and EOY Grade Level Expectations 
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Projected EOY Grade Level  - Reading   
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Projected EOY Grade Level  - Math   
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Based on District analyses and Renaissance’s recent norming study, the District benchmark for identifying students for instructional support 
have been adjusted.  

● For the STAR Early Literacy and STAR Reading assessments, students who score below the 55th percentile may require instructional 
support.   

● For the STAR Math assessments, the benchmark for identifying students who may require instructional support is set at the 65th 
percentile  

Benchmarks for Instructional Support 
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Translations

Amharic

Arabic

Chinese

Dari

Korean

Russian

Spanish

Vietnamese
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